
Significant Health Consequences Linked to Domestic Violence 
	

	
Adverse	Pregnancy	Outcomes		 Reproductive	System		 Gastrointestinal	System		
Abortion	
Increased	abortion	rate	
Multiple	induced	abortions	
Delayed	prenatal	care	
Fetal	death,	fetal	loss	(miscarriage,	spontaneous	
abortion)		

Interference	with	contraception	
Low	birth	weight	
Neonatal	death	
Preterm	delivery	
Premature	labor	
Premature	rupture	of	membranes	
Unintended	pregnancy		

Chronic	pelvic	pain		
Genital	injuries		
Hysterectomy	
Lack	of	sexual	pleasure		
Sexual	dysfunction		
Painful	intercourse		
Painful	menses		
Pelvic	inflammatory	disease		
Poor	sexual	health	
Sexually	transmitted	infections		
Vaginal	bleeding		

Constipation	
Diarrhea	
Frequent	indigestion	
Functional	gastrointestinal	disorder		
Gastric	reflux		
Gastrointestinal	disturbances		
Inflammatory	bowel	syndrome		
Irritable	bowel	disorder		
Spastic	colon		
Stomach	ulcers		
Stomach/gastrointestinal	problems		

Brain	and	Nervous	System		 Cardiovascular	System		 Musculoskeletal	System		
Headaches		
Migraines		
Memory	problems		
Seizures		
Speech	difficulties		
Traumatic	brain	injury		

Angina	
Cardiovascular	disease	
High	blood	pressure/hypertension		
High	cholesterol	
Stroke		

Activity	limitations		
Arthritis	
Broken	bones	
Joint	disease	
Physical	disability		
Functional	impairment		
Physical	injuries		

Genitourinary	System		 Immune	and	Endocrine	Function	 Somatic	Symptoms		
Bladder/kidney	infections		
Genitourinary	problems		

	Chronic	pain	
Inflammation	
Metabolic	syndrome/diabetes		

Chronic	fatigue	
Chronic	pain	
Fibromyalgia		
Temporomandibular	disorder		
Somatic	symptoms		

Mental	Health	Outcomes		 Other	Health	Outcomes		 Health	Risk	Behaviors		
Anger/hostility	
Anxiety	
Depression	
Mental	health	disability	
Poor	mental	health		
Posttraumatic	stress	disorder		
Psychological	distress		
Sleep	disturbance	Suicidality	

Asthma	
Chronic	health	conditions	
Delayed	diagnosis	of	breast,	cervical,	
endometrial,	and	ovarian	cancer		

Hearing	loss		
Physical	symptoms		
Poor	general	health		
Poor	physical	health		

Decreased	preventive	care	use	
Heavy	or	binge	drinking	
HIV	and	other	sexually	transmitted	
disease	risk	factors		

Not	having	check-up	with	physician	in	
the	past	year		

Smoking		

Table reproduced from Black, M. C. (2011). Intimate partner violence and adverse health consequences: implications for clinicians. American Journal of Lifestyle 
Medicine, 5(5), 428-439. 
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